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New scientific results

Two international intercalibration studies (co-) led by German scientists were successfully
completed:

Dissolved Si isotope intercalibration on seawater from ALOHA, led by P. Grasse (Geomar,
Germany) and M. Brzezinski (USA): Grasse ef al. (2016) (see below)

Dissolved rare earth element intercalibration on seawater from SAFe, North Pacific, led by
M. Behrens and K. Pahnke (ICBM, Germany): Behrens et al. (2016) (see below)
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Cruises

GEOTRACES Process Study GPpr09, R/V Sonne cruise SO245 to the oligotrophic
South Pacific gyre (Antofagasta, Chile-Wellington, New Zealand, Dec. 17, 2015 — Jan. 28,
2016). Chief-Scientist: Tim Ferdelman, MPI Bremen, GEOTRACES PIs: Katharina
Pahnke (ICBM, Oldenburg), Peter Croot (Galway), Bob Anderson (LDEO).

GEOTRACES Section GNO05, R/V Polarstern cruise PS100 to the Fram Strait (Tromse-
Tromse, Norway, July 18-Sept. 6, 2016). Chief-Scientist: Torsten Kanzow, AWI.
GEOTRACES PIs: Michiel Rutgers van der Loeff, Walter Geibert (AWI), Martin Frank
(Geomar), Micha Rijkenberg (NIOZ).

New projects and/or funding

The cruise proposal for a detailed study on trace metals and dissolved organic matter in the
Amazon estuary and in the associated plume of the freshwater discharge into the Atlantic
Ocean (RV Meteor) has been approved (PlIs: Andrea Koschinsky (main PI), Thorsten
Dittmar, Martin Frank). Once the cruise is included in the cruise schedule of RV Meteor,
the cruise will be proposed to GEOTRACES as a process study.
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Other activities

The seaFAST system of Jacobs University, Bremen (A. Koschinsky), is currently being
installed in the clean lab of the Alfred Wegener Institute in Bremerhaven for the preparation
and analysis of contamination-prone elements in seawater such as Ti. Samples from
GEOTRACES cruise M121 (GAO08, Nov.-Dec. 2015) in the SE Atlantic will be analyzed for
dissolved Ti, Zr, Nb, V, Mo, and W.
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