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Scientific research:  
 
• Analysis of the samples collected during the 2015 
GEOTRACE GP06-CN cruise to the Yellow Sea and 
East China Sea: new information about spatial and 
vertical distributions of trace metals in Yellow Sea and  
East China Sea, and understanding about their sources 
(anthropogenic, atmospheric, vs hydrothermal) and 
transportation . 

• Research on toxic metal pollution and benthic flux of 
dissolved Fe from sediments continue. 



R/V	TAN	KAH	KEE		(Xiamen	University) 



Cruises:  
 
• Two sea trial cruises (2-14 August, 2017 and 9-18 
March, 2018) with the new R/V Tan Kah Kee of 
Xiamen University were completed in the South China 
Sea and the western Pacific. Sampling systems were 
tested and seawater samples collected are being 
analyzed.  

• Other cruises: one to the Yangtze River Estuary in 
August, 2017, the other in Jinzhou Bay in September, 
2017.  



“GEOTRACES IDP 2017 data with Ocean Data View” 
Workshop 
2-3 May 2018, Ocean University of China, Qingdao  
Organizers: Qian Liu, Mariko Hatta (lecturer), 
     Jingling Ren, Meixun Zhao, Jing Zhang 
A hands-on workshop to teach standard and advanced 
Ocean Data View methods for the exploration and 
scientific analysis of environmental data. GEOTRACES 
Intermediate Data Product 2017 was used as example 
dataset. Total 82 participants (graduate, undergraduate 
and young scientists). 
 
 



2019 GEOTRACES-CHINA Cruise Planning Workshop 
5-6 May, 2018, Xiamen University 

To discuss on potential key processes that regulate and 
control the biogeochemical cycles of TEIs, including 
their sources/sinks, internal cycling, and use as tracers or 
proxies in the ocean; to share expertise from other on‐
going GEOTRACES programs; to seek advices from the 
international GEOTRACES. 
 
 
  



Outreach activities 
An Open Day for the R/V Tan Kah Kee was 
successfully held in April, which coincided 
with the visit of the Tara to Xiamen, China. 

“A French friend of Tan Kah Kee  
is coming”    live on Sina 
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Capacity building 
Xiamen University, Ocean University of China, 
Shanghai Jaio Tong University, East Normal 
University, the First Institute of Oceanography continue 
to be the main players of the GEOTRACES-China 
activities. 

Another new vessel, 
Dongfanghong III, of  
Ocean Univ of China  
In Qingdao, was launched 
in Jan 2018, and will be 
tested late 2018 and ready 
for use in March 2019.    	



Challenges ahead 

• A lack of national programme specific for 

GEOTRACES-China, including funds for cruises; 

• A lack of skilled and experienced teams;   

• A lack of detailed science plan for South China Sea. 

Efforts have been made to increase the awareness of the 

GEOTRACES in SCOR China, and Paris’s IDP2017 had 

some impact. 


